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Madeline Sprute 

A Brief Introduction 

Lobbying in Olympia  
 

A day in the life of a student lobbyist with 

the Washington Student Association is 

filled with a mix of research, meetings, and 

ongoing training with the rest of the team. 

The goal of a student lobbyist is to serve as 

a steadfast advocate for college students in 

the legislature. This involves working 

closely with legislators to ensure that the 

needs of college students in Washington are 

heard during the legislative process each 

year. 

To achieve this, lobbyists spend a significant 

amount of time researching and producing 

legislation that benefits students. This 

involves careful bill tracking, arranging 

stakeholder meetings, networking, and 

testifying at committee hearings, and 

working with policy staff to draft bills. 

Lobbying in Olympia can be challenging, 

but it is also incredibly rewarding. It 

requires a deep passion for the legislative 

process and the ability to navigate the 

complex and ever-changing landscape of 

state government. Without a doubt, being at 

the forefront of shaping policy and 

representing the interests of Washington 

college students is an opportunity of a 

lifetime for student activists. 

 

 

 

 

The Capitol Building as dusk encroaches during the first 2023 Ways & Means Committee hearing on Tuesday, Jan 10. 

 

Madeline Sprute  

Opening Ceremonies 
First week in Olympia  

The legislative session began on Monday, 

January 9
th

 this year, kicking off the 105-day 

sprint to the Sine Die celebrations in April. 

Many aspects of this year make it special, but 

one detail stands out as a clear game changer. 

The session returns to an in-person format 

this year, however, remote options will 

continue to be available. This artifact of the 

pandemic will make live testimony possible 

for Washingtonians who have previously 

been unable to access the Capitol. Remote 

testimony, coupled with the rejuvenated 

spirit on campus, will make this session an 

exciting one to follow.  

With the historic victory of passing the 

Washington College Grant, the tide has 

ebbed away from covering the cost of tuition. 

In its place, Higher-Ed committees are 

prioritizing basic needs. 

 

For the WSA Liaisons, week one was a 

chance to lay the groundwork for the rest of 

the session. The first moves were to 

establish support from legislators, meet with 

policy staff, draft bills, and file bills. Beyond 

the WSA’s own initiatives, the student 

lobbyists also support bills put forward by 

other organizations. So, the liaisons also 

attended committee hearings to show their 

support, give testimony, and stay informed.  

At a private dinner hosted by the 

Washington Student Association (WSA), 

Rep. Drew Hanson gave the words of 

advice, “Never let them trim your sails!” 

His inspiring rally cry has undoubtedly set 

the tone for the next three months. 

Legislators and lobbyists alike are working 

on increasingly ambitious agendas as this 

legislative session continues. 

 

 
 

The prayer and performance by the Nisqually Indian 

Tribe stole the show during the opening ceremonies in the 

House of Representatives on Monday. Representation of 

the indigenous voices has played an important role in 

shaping the history and future of Washington State.  

 

 

Latest Research by 
WSAC  

Post-secondary Basic Needs Data 

Watch Committee 
Hearings on TVW 

Live committee hearings 

Check Out  
leg.wa.gov 

Stay informed 

Washington Student Achievement 

Council (WSAC) Slides tvw.org leg.wa.gov 

Get a first look at data collected by 

WSAC that shows up-to-date needs of 

college student in Washington.   

Stay up to date on everything happening 

at the Capitol by tuning in to TVW. 

There, you can view committee hearings 

and news reports   

Use the Washington legislature website 

to find committee rosters, schedules, and 

other useful information about our 

state’s Capitol.  
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/9ylafgnmce3xb6t/1.5.2023%20Basic%20needs%20convening.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9ylafgnmce3xb6t/1.5.2023%20Basic%20needs%20convening.pdf?dl=0
https://tvw.org/
https://leg.wa.gov/

